IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT-LAW DIVISION
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HORIZON GROUP MANAGEMENT, LLC,  § =l
An llinois limited liability company, — § ' AR
Plaintiff, §  No.2009L 2 = Y
§ = ~
Vs, §  CALEND Raml e
§ ~N
AMANDA BONNEN, §
Defendant. §
MOTION TO DISMISS

Defendant Amanda Bonnen (Ms. Bonnen) files this Motion to Dismiss Plaintiff’s
Verified Complaint pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/2-615 and would state as follows:
1. Plaintiff (either Horizon Group Management, LLC or Horizon Realty Group,
LLC) filed a one count verified defamation per se complaint against Ms. Bonnen
for a “tweet” posted on her Twitter page.

Plaintiff’s complaint as a matter of law fails to state a cause of action for

defamation per se and should be dismissed. In particular:

The Complaint fails to precisely identify the Plaintiff. The Complaint at
times alleges that Plaintiff is “Horizon Group Management, LLC” and, at
other times, that Plaintiff is “Horizon Realty GI‘Oilp, LLC.”

When properly analyzed in its social context, the “tweet” is mere opinion
under the innocent construction rule and is nonactionable as defamation
per se.

The “tweet” does not contain verifiable facts or a factual context but rather

expresses mere opinion and does not constitute defamation per se.



o The “tweet” lacks precise meaning and does not constitute defamation per
se.
. The Complaint fails to allege any special darnages' as required if Plaintiff’s
claim is to be considered defaxﬁation per quod.
3. Defendant’s attorneys have filed on this date a Memorandum of Law in support of
this Motion and incorporate its contents by reference herein.
Defendant requests that thercourt enter an order that strikes the Complaint and

dismisses it with prejudice.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Richard C. Balough, do hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the
foregoing Motion to Dismiss the Verified Complaint has been served upon:

Bret A. Rappaport

Hardt Stern & Kayne

2610 Lake Cook Road, Ste. 200
Riverwoods, IL 60015
847.597.2151
brappaport@hardstern.com

by electronic mail on this 10™ day of November, 2009.
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